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WELCOME ADVENT
The church year begins four Sundays before Christmas. This time of preparation is called “Advent”
from the Latin adventus, meaning “coming.” Advent is a time to prepare with joy for Christ’s coming
– as a baby in Bethlehem, and as King at the end of time.
Advent was once considered a time of penitence, purple candles were used in Advent wreaths,
sometimes substituting the third candle with pink when the required fast was lifted. Now that Advent
is no longer considered a penitential season, many churches use blue for altar hangings and Advent
candles (as Trinity does). Royal blue signals the coming of a king; bright blue refers either to Mary or
to the waters of creation. We light first one and then an additional candle each week, not only as a
way to count down to Christmas, but as indicative of the light that Christ brings against the darkness
of sin. In the Northern Hemisphere; that symbolic meaning is strengthened by the shortening days as
we move towards the shortest day of the year, Dec. 21. The addition of the Christ Candle at the center
of the wreath on Christmas Day coincides with the visible increase of daylight a few days after the
winter solstice.
Each Sunday of Advent has its own emphasis. Each highlights a particular aspect of the Lord who
enters into time and space. The First Sunday of Advent highlights the Lord’s return as judge of the
whole created order. The Second and Third Sundays of Advent focus on John the Baptist, the final
prophet of Israel and the forerunner of Christ. John prepares the way of the Lord. Finally, on the
Fourth Sunday of Advent, we shift our focus towards Christmas by turning our attention towards
Mary, the mother of Jesus.
A booklet Celebrating Advent at home is available in the narthex and the church office.

Our King and Savior now draws near.
Come. Let us adore him.
- Fran Stanford -

Christmas Schedule
Christmas Eve, December 24
5:00pm- Pageant and Holy Eucharist
9:00pm- Festival Holy Eucharist
Christmas Day, December 25
10:00am- Holy Eucharist
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Dear friends,
A couple of friends and I were sharing Christmas traditions the other day. Some had the practice of opening
one present on Christmas Eve and then the remainder on Christmas Day. Many of us remember our parents
making us wait before entering the living room or den on Christmas morning. I remember my mother
requiring all the children to be dressed and hair combed before we could go into the room with the presents.
I noticed that my grandparents were not required to be dressed, they could go in their pajamas and robes,
but the children were all dressed. One of my friends commented that they had to sit on the steps for photos
before they were allowed at the Christmas presents. I know that was why my mom insisted on our being
dressed, for the pictures.
I recall other traditions about Christmas. Santa always brought the big items, and Santa did not wrap
presents! We could count on presents from the dogs and cats, often underwear and practical stuff like that.
We might not receive precisely what was on our wish lists, but we could count on receiving something
similar. Even after we were grown, Santa and the animals (who had now learned to wrap packages) still
could be counted on to give us something we needed.
One of the most important traditions in my family was attendance at Christmas Eve services. I recall
singing in the children’s choir. I treasure the years I was old enough to help remove the advent wreath and
replace it with the crèche, and my special delight was when I was permitted to place the baby Jesus between
Mary and Joseph.
I have always had a fondness for nativities or crèches. Every one sheds new light on the incarnation, God
taking on human flesh and dwelling among us. There are the cute Precious Moments and Peanuts sets, as
well as others depicting children in the various roles. My mom has numerous nativities, including one with
Hummel figures. Two of my favorites are the ones where the figures are African American or Native
American. These nativities remind us that children understand Christmas as the birth of Christ for the whole
world, and that children want to be included in this central tenet of our faith.
Some nativities are whimsical. A friend includes border collies in hers (as you might guess, she has border
collies). My cousin made a needlepoint crèche for me. One very special crèche was that belonging to the
priest of my parish in Lexington, KY. This pottery version had an anatomically correct baby Jesus who
could be positioned in Mary’s arms so that he was sticking his big toe in her mouth. One of the wisemen
was perched precariously on his camel with his feet sticking out, another had one hand on his chest as if to
say “Oh my goodness!” Even the donkey and the sheep seemed delighted with the whole thing. I love this
sort of crèche because they make much of the Joy of the day.
Some nativities are realistic. The figures are dressed in rough clothes, Mary lies on her side as if she had
just completed the hard labor of bringing her first born into the world (rather than kneeling piously as if
giving birth had been as miraculous as the conception had been). Joseph is much older, as many believe
was actually the case. The angels seem larger than life and a little bit scary, as I imagine angels truly are.
These help anchor the nativity in time and place, reminding me that the story of Jesus is more than pious
legend.
I still keep one practice I learned as a child—Baby Jesus does not appear until Christmas Eve. Because I
once lost Baby Jesus, I only do this for one crèche now, the one I display in the parish hall foyer.
What ever your Christmas traditions, may this Christmas draw you further into the mystery of the
incarnation, into the wonder and joy that God would be born among us.
Fran+
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TRINITY CHURCH DAY SCHOOL
The holidays always give me such joy. I am happy to spend quality time with my family
and friends, I love buying gifts for others, and it fills my heart to see people thinking of
the less fortunate during this season. Trinity Church Day School families have been
overly generous so far. As of November 22, we have collected 218 cans and 34 new toys
for Paul’s Place. The joy I see on the children’s faces as they place their donations in the
collection boxes is the best present I could ask for this holiday season. Thank you so much
to our school family! May you all have a blessed and joyous holiday!
-Chrissy Cook-

DIOCESE OF MARYLAND
You are invited into a conversation on reparations for the
enslavement of human beings in the history of the Diocese of
Maryland and the United States. Diocesan Council was tasked by
Diocesan Convention to begin this conversation when a resolution
was referred last May to Council. To that end there are five
such opportunities to listen, learn and share being offered across
the diocese. Please join us for this holy conversation. The dates are:





December 3, 10:00 AM, Emmanuel, Cumberland
December 13, 7:30 PM, Holy Comforter, Lutherville
January 11, 7:00 PM, All Saints Sunderland
January 16, 10:00 AM, Cathedral of the Incarnation, Baltimore

Greetings from the Choir Master,
The holiday season is upon us and the Angel Choir
and adult choirs are preparing to praise God with
song. The Angel Choir sang at our Family Service
on November 6th and is preparing to sing again at
our next family service on December 4th. They will
also be singing at our Christmas pageant. If you
would like your child to participate with the choir, please feel free
to join us for practice each Sunday after the 10am service in the
church.
The adult choir will begin preparing to sing for the Christmas Eve
Service. Practices will be on Sunday starting November 20th at
11:30 am. If you too would like to praise God with song please feel
free to join us. All are welcome.
For further information on either of our choir's please contact me at
either 443-768-3100 or jaynval@aol.com
-Valori Pague-
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STEWARDSHIP
‘Living Generously’
Of the 100 pledge cards
sent out we have received
49 to date for a total of
$122,474. If you have
misplaced your pledge
card, pick one up in the church
office. The holidays are a busy
time for us all, so please return
your pledge card or give the office
a call with your 2017
pledge. (Stewardship goal for a
balanced budget is $150,000).

TUESDAY AT TRINITY
On Monday, November 6th, 10
blessed quilts were taken to
Paul’s Place for the comfort of
many in SW Baltimore.
Hopefully they will be able to
keep ten people warm this
winter. In January we will
resume working on more quilts
as well as other projects. Don’t
forget to visit our
table on the upper
floor of the Parish
Hall during the
Candy Cane
Christmas
Bazaar. We have
been busy as Santa’s elves with
some different items this year.
Many hands make light work.
-Nancy Bainbridge-
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STATEMENT FROM PRESIDING BISHOP MICHAEL CURRY
Last week I shared what I pray was a reconciling post-election message to our church, reminding us that 'we will
all live together as fellow Americans, as citizens.' Today I want to remind us that during moments of transition,
during moments of tension, it is important to affirm our core identity and values as followers of Jesus in the
Episcopal Anglican way.
Jesus once declared, in the language of the Hebrew prophets, that God's "house shall be a house of prayer for all nations" (Mk
11:17). He invited and welcomed all who would follow saying, "come to me all who are weary and are carrying heavy
burdens" (Mt. 11:28).
We therefore assert and we believe that "the Episcopal Church welcomes you" - all of you, not as merely a church slogan, but
as a reflection of what we believe Jesus teaches us and at the core of the movement he began in the first century. The Episcopal
Church welcomes all. All of us!
As the Episcopal branch of the Jesus Movement today, we Episcopalians are committed, as our Prayer Book teaches to honor
the covenant and promises we made in Holy Baptism: To proclaim by word and example the Good News of God in Christ; To
seek and serve Christ in all persons, loving our neighbor as ourselves; to strive for justice and peace among all people, and to
respect the dignity of every human being.
As Christians, we believe that all humans are created in God's image and equal before God - those who may be rejoicing as
well as those who may be in sorrow.
As a Church, seeking to follow the way of Jesus, who taught us, "you shall love your neighbor as yourself," (Mt. 22:39) and to
"do to others as you would have them do to you" (Mt. 7:12), we maintain our longstanding commitment to support and
welcome refugees and immigrants, and to stand with those who live in our midst without documentation. We reaffirm that like
all people LGBT persons are entitled to full civil rights and protection under the law. We reaffirm and renew the principles of
inclusion and the protection of the civil rights of all persons with disabilities. We commit to the honor and dignity of women
and speak out against sexual or gender-based violence. We express solidarity with and honor the Indigenous Peoples of the
world. We affirm the right to freedom of religious expression and vibrant presence of different religious communities,
especially our Muslim sisters and brothers. We acknowledge our responsibility in stewardship of creation and all that God has
given into our hands. We do so because God is the Creator. We are all God's children, created equally in God's image. And if
we are God's children we are all brothers and sisters.
"The Episcopal Church Welcomes You," is not just a slogan, it's who we seek to be and the witness we seek to make,
following the way of Jesus.
Presiding Bishop and Primate Michael B. Curry
The Episcopal Church

ANNUAL PARISH MEETING
The Annual Parish Meeting will be held on
January 22 (snow date J anuary 29)
following the 10:00 a.m. service. We will share
a covered dish lunch, and then begin the meeting
around noon. A list of eligible voters will be posted
in the parish hall. If your name is not on the list,
please notify the church office as we want to correct
our mistake. During the meeting, we will elect new
vestry members and hear reports from the various
committees and groups of the parish. In addition, the
2016 budget will be presented and our financial
situation reviewed. Mark your calendar now as you
don’t want to miss this meeting.
-Fran+
Trinity Long Green

Looking for an easy way to
help Trinity?
Amazon offers to make a gift to your
designated charity for many items ordered on
its Smile Amazon site. Follow the link below
and designate Trinity Episcopal Church, Glen
Arm MD as your charity of choice. Then all
you have to do is remember to log into the
Smile Amazon site (instead of the regular
Amazon portal) and the rest will be done for
you. I now make all my Amazon orders this
way.
-Fran Stanfordhttps://smile.amazon.com/
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BAZAAR ELVES
Calling all elves








Trinity needs you for the CCCB!
To help set up (on Friday at 3pm till?) and clean up on Saturday after 3 pm.
Elves (no costume required) are needed to help with the children's workshop for an hour or two
throughout the day making Christmas decorations or coloring with the kids while mom enjoys
shopping on Saturday 9 -3
Workers for the Frosty Café
Elves to take out trash
Helpers on Friday evening and Saturday morning to help vendors unload their cars and bring their
boxes into the day school!
With a full crew of elves, we will have a fun-filled and successful Candy Cane Christmas Bazaar!
Thanks in advance—The Vestry

EAGLE PROJECT
Hello, I'm Bobby Fitzgerald and I am a Boy Scout with Troop 899. I have selected
our church, Trinity Episcopal in Long Green, as the benefactor for my Eagle Scout
Project. My project will consist of my fellow troop members constructing an
outdoor worship area in the meadow by the spring house. We will raise all
necessary funds and do all the work for the project. The worship area will have 6
benches and a small altar on a bed of pea gravel. I feel it would be something very
special for such a special place. I will make a presentation about the project during
Coffee Hour on December 11. Any questions please don't hesitate to ask!

Hey!
Trinity Long Green

Let’s go to the movies!
Friday, Dec. 9, 6:30 pm
Bring your parents and pillows.
Wear your jammies if you’d like!
Includes popcorn and drinks. …
and it’s free.
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CHRISTMAS FLOWERS AND GREENS
Each year, lovely Christmas
decorations are provided through
gifts from the congregation in
memory of, or in thanksgiving
for, loved ones. If you wish to
make a donation, please send
your check, payable to Trinity
Church marked “Christmas
Flowers”, and the names printed
clearly of those to be
remembered, to the church office
no later than Sunday, December
18th.

Given by:
__________________________________________
In memory of:

__________________________________________
__________________________________________
__________________________________________
In thanksgiving for:

__________________________________________
__________________________________________
__________________________________________
Amount $____________

MOUNT ZION AME CHURCH

THISTLE FARM CANDLES

Our neighbor, Mount Zion AME Church, 12728
Manor RD, Glen Arm, MD 21057 has launched a
Capital Campaign to raise funds needed to restore
the sanctuary,
the cemetery
and to make the
buildings
handicapped
accessible.
They are
inviting their
neighbors to
help raise the
$400,000
needed to make
these repairs.
All donations
will be appreciated. Please send them directly to
Mount Zion at the address above and include a
note saying you are a member of Trinity Long
Green so that they know they have our support.

During the Candy Cane Christmas
Bazaar, we will again sell candles made
by the women of Thistle Farms. A
portion of the price of each candle goes
to support the ministries of Thistle
Farms. This year the candles have a new
fragrance – a
combination of fir,
cedar and spruce,
making them perfect
for holiday gifts.
Thistle Farms began
as a project of an
Episcopal priest –
Becca Stevens. It
helps women caught
in the web of
trafficking,
prostitution and addiction reclaim their lives. The
ministry calls Nashville, TN home, but has many
associated ministries throughout the country. Dr.
Fran has visited Thistle Farms would be happy to
discuss it with you, or you can find out more at
http://thistlefarms.org

Thanks, Fran+
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Christmas Day
10:00– Holy Eucharist

25

8:00– Holy Eucharist
9:45—Children’s
Worship
10:00– Holy Eucharist
11:00– Coffee Hour

26

6:30– Vestry

27

20

19

18

13

11:00– TAT

6

Tue

11:00– TAT

12

5

Mon

8:00– Holy Eucharist
9:45—Children’s
Worship
10:00– Holy Eucharist
11:00– Coffee Hour

11

Family Sunday
8:00– Holy Eucharist
10:00– Holy Eucharist
11:00– Coffee Hour

Sun

8:30– Steps &
Traditions

29

8:30– Steps &
Traditions

Paul’s Place Lunch

28

22

8:30– Steps &
Traditions

15

8:30– Steps &
Traditions

8

8:30– Steps &
Traditions

1

Thu

21

14

Paul’s Place Lunch

7

Wed

December 2016

30

23

16

6:30 pm
Movie
Night

9

2

Fri

31

5:00– Family Service
9:00– Festive Eucharist

24 Christmas Eve

17

Garden Club
9:00-12:00

10

Candy Cane
Christmas Bazaar

9:00—3:00

3

Sat

3
6
7
8
10
14

16
17
18
19

21
25
27
29

HAPPY DECEMBER
BIRTHDAY TO:
Ella Jane Dengler
Jody Tagg Dengler
Lindsey Rast
Robert Fitzgerald
Carrie Anderson
Christine Cook
Elizabeth Lee
Lindsay Cromwell Rims
Andrew MacDougal
Nicholas Fiorelli
Gail Landers
Rose Luba
Eleanor Tucker
Roger Lee
Gary Jennings
Bill Kincaide
Reese Owens
Tony Torlina
Sherry Rast
Katherine Calvert
Dena Eberman
Caroline Karceski

HAPPY ANNIVESARY TO:
4
10
27
29
30

Donald & Lynlee Brock
William & Jeanine Bausman
Bill & Susan Wiley
James & Julie Gray
Gary & Joyce Jennings

SNOW POLICY
As a general rule, if there is a
snow emergency, Sunday
services will be cancelled as we
do not want to encourage
people to be on the roads when
it is dangerous to drive. As
soon as a decision is made, we
will change the church
answering machine to reflect
the cancellation. If possible, we
will also contact everyone on
the email list with that
information. The decision will
be made no later than 6 a.m. on
Sunday morning. For other
events, contact the chairperson
or check with the church office.

TIP OF THE HAT
TAT for creating the quilts to go to
Paul’s Place.
The Garden Club for keeping the grounds clean.
Sherri Rast– the most beautiful Mums donated for the church
grounds.
Russ Tag– for all of the hard work in the garden with his tractor.
For all the Candy Cane Christmas Bazaar Elves!







ALTERNATIVE GIVING
What do you give the person who has everything? How can you
help someone in need during the holiday season?
Instead of buying one more tie for your dad or another bottle of
perfume for your mom, make a donation in their honor to the
charity of your choice. Many charities offer special packages
during the holiday season. The Episcopal Relief and
Development (ER-D) provides one of the best as more of your
gift will actually reach the people who need it the most because
the administrative costs are carried by The Episcopal Church.
Other alternatives include Heifer Project, Compassion Child,
SERRV, and Paul’s Place.
To make alternative giving easier, here are the web addresses for
those named above.
Episcopal Relief and Development (ER-D)
http://www.er-d.org
Heifer Project http://www.heifer.org
SERRV http://www.serrv.org
Paul’s Place
http://www.paulsplaceoutreach.org

JANAURY
TRUMPETER
DEADLINE
December 23, 2016
Please email your
submissions to
marthab28@verizon.net

REMINDER
Flowers can be given throughout the
year in honor of special dates and in
memory of loved ones. Sign the
Flower Chart in the parish hall or
contact the church office. The
requested donation is $40 a Sunday.
- Barb Newton-

- Fran Stanford Trinity Long Green

12400 Manor Rd. Glen Arm, MD 21057

410-592-6224

Candy Cane Christmas Bazaar
December 3, 2016
9 am to 3 pm
Trinity Episcopal Church
12400 Manor Road Glen Arm, MD 21057
www.TrinityChurchLongGreen.org
410-592-6224

Holiday Photos with Santa
Unique Crafts Gift Baskets
Fresh Greens
Wonderful Homemade Baked Goods
Serving lunch at the Frosty Café
25 Selected Vendors

Activity Room for children
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